Sri.D.Keshava




Dancer, chareoprapher, and dance and voga reacher, 1. Keshava (Born: 1946,
in Mysore, Karnataka), is anc among a select group of male Bharatanaryam
dancers of India. He mrained in Bharatanatyam, under the rutriﬂgnircla_gu of
Padmasri D, Venkatalakshamma, dancer-reacher par excellence of the Mysore
stele. He also rrained in various classical and lolk-dance forms under ather
greac Gurus. The first male dancer ro sccure che firse rank in Vidwath
Examination (1973) in Karnataka, and receive the vde, “Natvavisharada®, for
his Diploma, and a Gold Medal for his Diegroe {1969-1975] from the Mysore
University, Keshava has been pracrising yoga since his childhosds fiest with his
tacher, and later under che direction of Yogitgj Desikacharya. e also stodied
singing, mridangam, veena and acring as subsidiary subjeces at the Universivy,

For 27 vears he has been living in Basel; Switzerland, e and his confrere,
Esther Jenny, who have been doing pioneer work in engendering uvadiuonal
Indian ar and culrure in Swirzerland, have won the hearts of borh the arirics
and public audiences. The Keshavas have often been invired o take part in
many interoational festivals, including 1V recitals in Switzerland and abraad.
They were, incidentally, the first Indian artises to establish “Kalasni”, the
first schoal for Indian Dance and Yoga in Basel. "Kalasr” is cecopnised and
pready appreciated by rhe Swiss Cultural Department,

A recipient of the “"Kannada Rajyarsava Award
1997" Instituted by the Government of
Karnaraka for his cultural services and
achievernents, Keshava has scveral chorcography
credics. His special programmes of classical
dance, folk-dances and novel pfi.‘dlt{!l‘i{:rﬁ with
innovative chorcography have brought him
accolades everywhers, He has not only evolved
a rradition, but also nurtured it the highly
talesied daughrers of the Keshavas, Anjali and
Sumirra, have already made an impression in
the field ol art and dance in Switzerand. Kilasn
celebraced its Silver Jubilee in Seprember 2001,




Choreographies ;

Mohini Bhasmasura, Ramayana, Govina kathe, Buddha

{lassical and Folkdances of India, ‘The death and the
Maiden, the Female Divinity, Nari, numerous classical
and folk items. '




